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This book investigates the development of religious associations in
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the Aegean world in Hellenistic and Roman times on the basis of

epigraphic and archaeological evidence from major sites. It offers a
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socio-cultural examination of religious associations linked to a variety
of deities at different places. Founding or joining a religious associ-
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ation was a matter of individual choice. But that choice took place in
an environment dominated by more traditional forms of religious
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worship, many of them closely integrated into the polis.
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associations of this kind. What made these associations popular

among people from different social groups and ethnic backgrounds?
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Who might found a religious association, how did they do it, and why?
Which deities were the most popular among the worshippers initi-
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ating such associations, and what were the reasons for their choices?
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Two case-studies investigating the evidence from Athens and Delos
form the foundation of this book. One chapter is dedicated to the
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background of people involved in religious associations. The actual
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assembly places are considered from an archaeological perspective.
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Finally, a comparative chapter deals with the socio-political place of

religious associations in the post-classical poleis of the Aegean world.
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