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When, around 64 BC, the Romans drove out the last king of
Pontos, they turned parts of his domains into a Roman province.
The interior was, however, not ready for annexation, and a citystate culture was introduced, including the foundation of seven
new cities in an area previously characterised by fortresses
and temple states. This book surveys the development of these
cities from their origins in the war-torn territories of the Pontic
kingdom to the third century AD; by then they were fully incorporated in the Roman Empire. Furthermore, it places particular
emphasis on one of them, Neapolis (later Neoklaudiopolis), an
important but little studied city. Not only is this the first booklength study of Neapolis in its regional context, it also reassesses
the many Greek and Latin inscriptions from this city and Pontos
in general. Among the documents re-evaluated here is a famous
imperial oath taken to the Emperor Augustus, aptly illustrating
the difficult transition from a Persian-Anatolian domain to a
Roman province by the means of client kings and the imperial
cult.
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