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The international discussion on the political
culture of the Roman republic, which began in
the 1980s and is still going on, is one of the most
vibrant and lively debates in the Classics. This
collection of essays – all revised and updated –
offers fresh approaches to central themes of the
debate: Roman republican social and political
order in scholarship in the 20th century; the
origins and development of the aforementioned
debate; the emergence of new questions, fields of
research, theoretical and methodological approaches; the constitution of the ruling class; the
concept of ‘political culture’; the importance of
public oratory; the character and role of the ‘public’ in a ‘city-state’ – contio and comitia; the role of
history and collective memory; the performative
construction of hierarchy and ‘power’; performative media of self-presentation – processions
and other rituals; monumental and other visual
media of self-fashioning – temples, spoils and
statues; the self-fashioning of prominent families
– the Marcii and the Cornelii Scipiones.

contents
Preface | The Politics of Elitism | Fact(ions) or
Fiction? | The Roman Republic as Theatre of
Power | Self-Serving Sermons | The Self-Fashioning of the New Elite | History and Collective
Memory in the Middle Republic | In the Web of
(Hi-)Stories | Memoria by Multiplication | Bibliography | Index
the author
Professor of Ancient History in the University of
Cologne (1995–2019), now emeritus; formerly
Moses and Mary Finley Fellow in Ancient History,
Darwin College Cambridge (1987–91); Visiting
Professor, University of Paris-Sorbonne (2008);
publications on archaic Greek law and legislation; political, social and cultural history of the
Roman republic, its institutions, procedures and
rituals; comparative analysis of city-state cultures; theories and methods.

Please order here:
service@steiner-verlag.de

